
 

 
 
 

Dear Friends,  
 

Can you believe it is 2020? The year 2000 does not feel like it was 20 years ago! This is going to be a 
great year for First Friends and I pray that is a great year for you and your family.  
 

When we start a new year, people will often make resolutions.  If you are a member of the 92% of people 
who fail at their New Year’s Resolution, it’s time to try something new. Instead of shooting for the stars, try 
to think of one small thing you would like to improve. For instance, your goal should not be “I want to make 
$1m this year.” Instead, say “I want to make 5% more this year.” Or, instead of saying “I resolve to get a six 
pack this year,” instead say, “I want to lose 20 pounds this year.”  
 

Resolutions fail because we go too big and too radical way too fast. So, once you have a small goal in 
mind, think of one baby step you could make towards that goal. If you want to 
lose 20 pounds this year, a baby step would be to limit your sweets to one per 
day. Once you nail that baby step, what is your next baby step? What if each 
week you take another baby step? By the end of the year, you will have taken 
52 baby steps closer to your goal, and that would add up to giant leaps for-
wards! Compare that to the burn out you will experience in the typical resolu-
tion strategy of one month of too big, too radical way too fast. It is so true that 
slow and steady wins the race! 
 

“Careful planning puts you ahead in the long run; hurry and scurry puts you 
further behind.” Proverbs 21:5 

 

Happy New Year!  
Jonathan 
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My Church 
 

My church is composed of people like me. We 
make it what it is.  
It will be friendly, if I am.  
Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them.  
It will do great work, if I work.  
It will make generous gifts to many causes, if I am 
a generous giver.  
It will bring other people into its worship and fellow-
ship, if I bring them.  
It will be a church of loyalty and love, of fearless-
ness and faith, and a church with a noble spirit, if I, 
who makes it what it is, am filled with these traits.  
Therefore with the help of God, I shall dedicate my-
self to the task of being all the things I want my 
church to be.  

At Home With God 

Of all persons, the Christian should be best         
prepared for whatever the New Year brings. … In 
Christ he has disposed of a thousand enemies that 
other men must face alone and unprepared. He can 
face his tomorrow cheerful and unafraid because 
yesterday he turned his feet into the ways of peace 
and today he lives in God. The man who has made 
God his dwelling place will always have a safe     

habitation. 

 
—A.W. Tozer  

 

Begin Anew 

Every morning lean thine arms awhile  

Upon the windowsill of heaven  

And gaze upon thy Lord.  

Then, with the vision in thy heart,  

Turn strong to meet thy day.  

 

—Thomas Blake  



 

Wish List 
First class stamps 
Disinfecting wipes 
Lysol spray 
Toilet bowl cleaner 

                                             Copy paper                     
                                             Bingo prizes 

November 2019 End of 

Month Reports     

Income:……$10,168.52 
Expenses:...$11,521.92 

December Mission    
Sunday:  $63. 

Friends Terms 

Marriage After The Manner of 

Friends 
Traditionally, a couple tells the meeting they intend 
to marry and the meeting appoints a committee to 
counsel and be certain there are no barriers.  In a 
Meeting for Worship, the couple say vows to each 
other.  Others may also speak.  All attenders are 
asked to sign the marriage certificate as witness-
es.  Procedures may vary among yearly meetings. 
Taken from the Dictionary of Friends Terms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture taken from Newton Friends Meeting, 

Newton, PA 

“The greatness of God rouses fear within us, but his        

goodness encourages us not to be afraid of him.                          

To fear and not be afraid — that is the paradox of faith.”  

—A.W. Tozer  

 

Epiphany, which comes from the 

Greek word epiphaneia, means 

“an appearance” or “a reveal-

ing.” Centuries ago, the church 

set aside January 6, the 12th day 

after Christmas, to mark the re-

vealing of Jesus as Christ to the 

wise men, who were Gentiles. 

Jesus’ first followers were Jewish, so the revelation of 

the divine Christ to the non-Jewish magi reminds us that 

Jesus came to earth to save the whole world.  

Help & hope for seniors! 
Please consider volunteering or making a donation.  
453-7611 
2705 S. Berkley Rd. Ste 3C 
Many volunteer opportunities are available! Please see 
the bulletin board for more information. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Intelligence is knowing the right answer.  

Wisdom is knowing when to say it.”  

—Tim Fargo  

 

The Gilead House specializes in drug and alcohol addiction recovery and provides 
resources to those re-entering society from jail or prison. They offer free, personal-
ized outreach programs and services for broken, forgotten and hopeless men, wom-
en, and their children. The nonprofit needs $130,000 to get their current building up to 
code. If that goal isn’t met in a matter of months, they’ll be forced to close.  

Visit them at:  Gileadhousekokomo.org 

 
They are also in need of donations of:  
 Laundry supplies, zip-lock bags, hygiene prod-
ucts,  office/school supplies, sewing supplies, & 
paper products.   
                                  
The Gilead House is located at and donations may 
be mailed to: 
 406 East Sycamore Street Kokomo, IN 46901 

 
A Christmas Love Story, by Megan 
 
After losing everything in 2017 and being sent to prison, 
Megan gave her life to Christ and God began transforming 
her heart. In 2018, she was released from prison and 
went to Open Arms Women’s Shelter. It was there that, for the first time, she 
understood what Christmas is about. She says, “I saw Jesus, the Christ 
child, laying in a manger. He looked me in the eye and said,  ‘I love you so 
much, I came to see you.’ For the first time, I felt loved, truly loved. It was at 
Open Arms that I was surrounded with so much love.  My understanding of 
love continues and every day is like Christmas Day all over again.              
As a donor, it’s the best gift you could ever give me. Thank you.”- Megan 
 
Thank you to everyone that has donated to the Kokomo Rescue Mission and 
to their women’s shelter, Open Arms. 
 



 

 

Quaker House celebrated 
their 50th. Anniversary with 
an event attended by more 
than 200 people.  Veterans 
spoke of the struggles that 
brought them to Quaker 
House and the help they re-
ceived from counselors. You can support their 
work by purchasing a DVD, “Stories of Gratitude” 
at quakerhouse.org. More information is on the 
bulletin board. 

         

 
 
 
 

Advocates lobby with and for Native Americans.  
They are currently focusing on Missing and mur-
dered Indigenous women (MMIW) & the reauthoriza-
tion of the Violence Against Women Act. See the 
bulletin board for more information in their Washing-
ton Newsletter. 
 

Susan Block 

Mary Gang 

Carolyn Jenkins  

Dolly Kellar                                                                                                                 

Bea McMurtrey  

Freda Russell        

Dan Sheridan 

Alec Wessendorf 

Emily West 

 
Today the Magi gaze in deep wonder at what they see: heav-
en on earth, earth in heaven, humanity in God, God in hu-
manity, one whom the whole universe cannot contain now 
enclosed in a tiny body. As they look ... their symbolic gifts 
bear witness: incense for God, gold for a king, myrrh for one 
who is to die.  
 
—Peter Chrysologus (5th century)  

Ask God to meet the 
needs and strengthen the 
faith of persecuted Chris-
tians. Lift up the worldwide 
work of Samaritan’s Purse 
and the ongoing distribu-
tion of Operation Christ-

mas Child shoe box gifts to more than 100 
countries.  Please pray for the children and 
ask God to use the gifts to touch their hearts 
so that they will know the love of Jesus.  The 
most important thing packed in a shoebox is  
prayer for the child that will open it. The 40 
boxes First Friends packed were delivered to 
Madagascar, Zimbabwe, and Ecuador.    

American Red Cross Blood Drive 

Thursday, January 9th. 2020 

12:00—6:00 pm 

Make an appointment by either visiting:  

www.redcrossblood.org 

Or calling:  1-800-733-2767 
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Chicken or Beef and 

Noodle Dinner 

Saturday, Jan. 11th.     

4:00-7:00 pm 

First Friends Meeting   
 
 

 

The dinner is a fundraiser for                           

Coordinated Assistance Ministries (CAM) 

Carry Outs are available 

Dry Homemade noodles are also sold by the 

pound  

Mesquakie Friends 

“Warriors are not what you think 
of as warriors. The warrior is not 
someone who fights, for no one 
has the right to take another life. 
The Warrior, for us, is the one 

who sacrifices himself for the good of others. His 
task is to take care of the elderly, the defenseless, 
those who cannot provide for themselves, and 
above all, the children, the future of humanity.”’  
-Sitting Bull 
 
The kitchen remodel is nearing completion and is 
more open & inviting. Thank you to all who helped! 
 
The Meskwaki Tribal Abuse Prevention/
Awareness Coalition is the Spiritual/Religious Rep-
resentative for the Red Band Prevention organiza-
tion. The focus is to bring awareness to abuses. 
Please pray for the families affected by MMIW 
(Murdered & Missing Indigenous Women). 


