
 

 
 
 

Friends, 
 

Oh Valentine’s Day. Thou cometh and goeth with your chocolate hearts, bouquets and fancy dinners. But 
why? Is this just another holiday revved up by corporations looking to make some extra cash during the 
slow winter season by guilting us into buying sweets and flowers for our loved ones who should already 
know we love them in the way we treat them every day? Or is there more to the story?  
 

Although a historical mystery, St. Valentine is based on one or more real life people. Legends tell a tale of 
a priest who was performing marriages for people in secret because of a reinstated old practice where the 
noblemen would get to have the wife on her first married night. Thus, Valentine became associated with 
romantic love.  
 

If that doesn’t float your boat (and it seems to be a legend without historical 
backing) another version says that birds paired mid-February. St. Valentine 
was commemorated on February 14th. and thus, St. Valentine’s Day started 
to become associated with romantic love.  
 

However Valentine’s Day came about, I for one am glad it exists. Yes, it re-
minds us to show our loved ones how much we do indeed love them. But it 
should also remind the Christian that as great as romantic love (eros) is, that 
the Love of God (agape love) is even more passionate and wonderful and in-
tense.  
 

This Valentine’s Day, let’s remember to not only say ‘we love you’ to God but 
to show Him how much we love Him. Because, as Christ demonstrated,      
actions do speak louder than words.  
 

Grace and peace, 
Jonathan 
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Looking For Love 
 
Though not a fan of making New Year’s resolutions, Jen Kramer decided to add meaning to 2018 by de-
claring it #theyearoflove. Each day she wrote a “love note” to a different person, expressing gratitude and 
offering encouragement. Recipients ranged from waiters and custodians to relatives and a terminally ill 

friend.  
 
The experiment may have stemmed from the sudden, un-
expected death of Kramer’s father while she was away at 
college. “Why don’t we say those things to people while 
they’re here?” she tells the Chicago Tribune. “It’s easy to 
be kind, and it’s easy to tell people how you feel.”  
 
Kramer’s campaign didn’t cost a cent, yet it changed her 
life and touched hundreds of people in the process. 
Wherever she went, she discovered that “love showed 
up.” It’s simple, Kramer says: “You just have to look.”  

Burden Bearers 
Bear one another’s burdens, the Bible says. It is a lesson 
about pain that we all can agree on. Some of us will not see 
pain as a gift; some will always accuse God of being unfair for 
allowing it.  
 
But, the fact is, pain and suffering are here among us, and we 
need to respond in some way. The response Jesus showed 
was to bear the burdens of those he touched. To live in the 

world as [Jesus’] body, his emotional incarnation, we must follow his example.  
 
The image of the body accurately portrays how God is working in the world. … We announce his message, 
work for justice, pray for mercy … and suffer with the sufferers.  
 
—Philip Yancey, Where Is God When It Hurts?  

To fall in love with God is the greatest of romances,        

to seek him the greatest adventure,                                         

to find him the greatest human achievement. 

 -St. Augustine  



 

December 2019 End of Month Reports     

Income:…….…..$16,045.79 

Expenses:……...$12,891.90 

Jingle Sunday 
Lugulu…………..$142.00 

January Mission Sun. 
ACFIA………… .$84.00 
 
Jan. Chicken/Beef Noodle    
Dinner………… .$1,741.11 
  

Friends Terms 

Honesty 
Honor, Integrity, truthfulness, Quakers put great 
emphasis on honesty in business and all other sit-
uations, “a Quaker’s word is as good as his bond,” 
are words attributed to Thomas Ellwood and Levi 
Coffin.  Several Advices and Queries relate to the 
way in which Friends should do business.  

 
. 
Taken from the Dictionary of Friends Terms 

 

You are Invited  

 Annual Craft and Dessert Auction 

Sunday, March 1st. 

Russiaville Friends Church USFW 

12:00 Noon, Lunch with ham, cheese potatoes, 
green beans, rolls 

Auction begins after lunch 

Contributions for the auction of food and crafts  

are welcomed 

 

 

RSVP to    
Mary Francis       
765-883-5280 

 

See the flyer 
on the bulletin 

board 

“Gratitude can transform common days into 
thanksgivings, turn routine jobs into joy  

and change ordinary opportunities into blessings.”  
 

—William Arthur Ward                                                                                 



 

“No one is useless in this world who 

lightens the burdens of another.”  

—Charles Dickens  

Sermon Series 
 

February 2nd. Jesus the Christ (Historical Jesus)   
 Hebrews 1:1-3, Colossians 1:15-20, John 1 
 
February 9th. The Spirit 
 John 1:13-15 
 
February 16th. Vampire Christians (Salvation and the Cross)       
John 10:7-10 
 
February 23rd. What is sin? 

Quaker Haven Sap Run & Pancake Breakfast 

Sat., March 14th.,  9:00 am 
Registration begins at 7:30 am  

5K Run includes breakfast and T-shirt, $25 
 

1 Mile Sap Stroll includes breakfast, $10  
T-shirts are $10. 

 
Register online at: 
www.quakerhaven.com 
Then go to the  “Events” tab 
Or Call:  (574) 834-4193 
All you can eat breakfast and 
awards ceremony after the run/
walk. The Maple syrup is made 
from the camp’s Maple trees!  

5 Ways to Pray for White’s 

Family Services 

Growing Teens for Life: For 
all teenagers that are learning 
valuable life work skills. Help 
them learn the skills needed 
for their future. 

Foster Love:  Lift up those who are called to 
provide love, safety & security through foster 
care homes. Christian foster families are true 
vessels of hope and love. 
Healing:  Lord allow your healing power to ex-
ist within our counseling programs, foster 
homes and staff. 
Spiritual Life:  Lord, we thank you that White’s 
ministry has been a place for families to be 
cared for and loved, where seeds of hope and 
the message of Jesus can be shared. 
Community:  Lord, continue to bless this com-
munity of people where lives can be changed 
and people can be healed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies Day Out 

Sat., Feb. 8th. 2:00-5 pm 

Paint, Punch, & Pitch-in 

Adult ladies, please join us for an afternoon of 
painting & snacks. Instruction and all supplies 
are provided! RSVP to ensure enough supplies 
for everyone. This is a free event in the Fellow-
ship Hall. RSVP to Karen Taffe or Linda Smith. 
Drinks will be provided. Please bring a snack to 
share. A Snow Date has been set for 2/29/20.  



 

 

Friends United Meeting 
Come. Abide. Go. 

FUM will host Triennial Sessions African 
style in Kisumu, Kenya, home to the largest 
population of Quakers in the world July 12-
18, 2020. 
The week will include fellowship opportuni-
ties, workshops, Bible studies, meetings for 

business, meetings for worship, keynote speakers from Kenya, 
Cuba, USA, and Tanzania.  More information can be found on 
the bulletin board and by visiting the FUM website:            
friendsunitedmeeting.org 
“FUM commits itself to energize and equip Friends through the 
power of the Holy Spirit to gather people into fellowships where 
Jesus Christ is known, loved and obeyed at Teacher and Lord.” 

         

 
 
 
 

Advocates lobby with and for Native Americans.  They 
are currently focusing on Missing and murdered Indige-
nous women (MMIW) & the reauthorization of the Vio-
lence Against Women Act. See the bulletin board for 
more information in their Washington Newsletter on the 
bulletin board. 
 

Susan Block 

Mary Gang 

Carolyn Jenkins  

Dolly Kellar                                                                                                                 

Bea McMurtrey  

Johanna Ridenour 

Quilt Camp 
 

Quaker Haven 
 

April 16-19 
 
Quilt Camp’s Charmed  
Fabric Exchange &  
Fat Quarter Exchange  

Details are on the Quaker Haven website 
Www.quakerhaven.com 

 
 

“A smile is the light in your window                      

that tells others that there is a caring,                

sharing person inside.”  

—Denis Waitley  

Finding God in the Waves 
Consider joining our new small 

group which will meet on  

Sunday, Feb. 9th. 
6:30 pm 

Fellowship Hall 
We will be discussing the book 

Finding God in the Waves  

A story about having faith, losing it, and 

finding it again through science—revealing 

how the latest in neuroscience, physics, and 

biology help us understand God, faith, and 

ourselves.  

Freda Russell   

Cheryl Sanford      

Dan Sheridan 

Alec Wessendorf 

Walt Wessendorf 

Emily West 

Please Keep These Friends in Your Prayers 

Picture Make-Up Day! 

Sunday, Feb. 9th. 

Schedule your picture to 
be taken by Jessica New-
ton to be included in the 
photo directory. Photos will 
be taken before and after Meeting for Worship. 
You will also have an opportunity to purchase 
photos.  This is a great project to help people 
“put a face with a name” and for our historical 
records. Please call or email the office to make 
an appointment.   
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Chicken or Beef and 

Noodle Dinner 

Sat., March 14th.     

4:00-7:00 pm 

First Friends Meeting   
 

The dinner is a fundraiser 
for Quaker Haven Camp-
ers, If you can’t make it to 

the dinner, please consider making a financial dona-
tion to the 
camper 
fund. Dona-
tions can be 
placed in 
the collec-
tion plate or 
mailed to 
the office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, March 5th. 

Noon-6:00 pm 

First Friends Meeting 
 

Appointments can be made by going to 

www.redcrossblood.org  

or  

calling 1-800-733-2767 

 

Please make an appointment today. 
 


