
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Friends,  
 

I used to live up near Chicago, and it was always a joy to see the Chicago River dyed 
green for St. Patrick’s Day. Sure, there is plenty of revelry associated with this holi-
day, but I love that this day is celebrated by our nation each March for a different rea-
son. St. Patrick would use a shamrock, a three-leafed clover to explain the idea of the 
Trinity in simple terms. Each of the leaves represent a person of the Trinity and yet 
they are one in essence. Three individual beings who perfectly embody love. The clo-
ver is a reminder that God is a community of self-giving love. In other words, God is 
love! It’s such a good reminder that we call our logo, with its three interlocking hearts, 
a clover. 
 

It is amazing to me that there is a holiday where people put up symbols of God’s love 
as decoration. They may not know what that three-leaf clover means, but you can use 
those clover decorations to remind yourself that God is near. And, by the way, it is 
easy to find three-leafed clovers all around Kokomo. When I’m mowing the lawn or 
when I’m on a walk and see those clovers I am immediately made aware of God’s 
love all around me.  
 

The reminders of who God really is are all around us... if we can take the time out of 
our busy schedules to be aware. Happy March! 
 

Grace and Peace,  
Jon 
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2020 Spirituality Gathering The Spiritual Practice of Remembering, 

March 7,  8:00am-4:00 PM Earlham School of Religion, Richmond, IN, 

1-800-432-1377, Registration deadline March 3rd. 

Online registration:  https://esr.earlham.edu/SG20 

Our one constant is change. It often feels like the roller coaster will never stop and the to-do list will never 
end. And in the midst of it all, we forget our divine nature and misidentify with our attachments and fears. 
We take ourselves to be our accomplishments, our failures, our anxiety, or whatever thought or emotion is 
currently passing through. This is why daily spiritual practice is so important. We have to actively work to 
remember who we truly are. Personal practice calls us back to our Center and supports our efforts to find 
and root our identity in the Divine Mystery always and already present within. 
Join us for a day long retreat designed to help you recognize and connect with that of God within. Learn 
simple practices that will support your ongoing efforts to ground your identity in Divine Mystery and remem-
ber what matters most in the midst of everyday life.  Pamphlets are on the table by the mailboxes.   

https://esr.earlham.edu/SG20


 

 

 

                                                                          Of Rocks and Repentance 
 
Before recently closing to tourists, Australia’s majestic Uluru 
(formerly called Ayers Rock) was popular with climbers. Many 
took home illegal souvenirs, sometimes later mailing them back 
to park rangers after experiencing what they considered bad 
luck.  
 
So many pilfered mementos were returned, often with notes of 
apology, that rangers called them “sorry rocks.” The returns 
merely created more work for park staff, who urged visitors not 
to take specimens in the first place.  
 
“Sorry rocks” is a fitting image for our sins, which the Bible de-
scribes as weights and entanglements (see Hebrews 12:1). As 
sinners, we can’t remove those heavy burdens on our own. But 
through Christ’s redeeming work on our behalf, we can “return” 
the rocks of wrongdoing. When we repent and seek for-
giveness, God promises to “remember [our] sins no 
more” (Hebrews 8:12).  

Joy Seekers 

In northern Minnesota several years ago, some women formed 
a “joy circle.” They settled into a routine of meeting every cou-
ple of weeks to share joys they’ve noticed. Their aim, amid our 
troubled world and chaotic lives, is to deliberately focus on the 
positive. The women don’t simply hope to stumble upon good 
news among the outrage, bitterness and tragedy surrounding 
us; they actively seek out joy and report it to the group.  
 
Joy is a fruit of the spirit named in Galatians 5:22-23. As Chris-
tians, we don’t ignore or dismiss life’s struggles and sorrows, 
and neither do joy-circle participants. But God promises that 
life is stronger than death, and Jesus’ resurrection is proof. 

With the Holy Spirit’s help, we can make a spiritual discipline of seeking and sharing joy — and thanking 
God for it. (Visit joycircles.network online to learn more.)  

It is forty days of stripping down  

to the living essentials;  

It is forty days of facing truth  

about one’s self-indulgent evasions;  

It is forty days of fellowshiping  

with Christ in the desert;  

It is forty days of rejoicing in God’s  

mercy and forgiveness.  



 

Friends Terms:  “No Cross, No Crown” 
The title of William Penn’s book written from the tower of  London in 1668                  

“Christ’s Cross is Christ’s way to Christ’s Crown.” 

Taken from the Dictionary of Friends Terms 

You are Invited! 

Annual Craft and Dessert 

Auction 

Sunday, March 1st. 

Russiaville Friends Church, 

USFW 

Worship @ 9:30, Lunch @ 12:00 pm with ham, 
cheese potatoes, green beans, rolls                       
Auction following lunch, proceeds for Quaker Haven 

Contributions for the auction of food and crafts  

are welcomed.  

RSVP to Mary Francis 765-883-5280 

-A portrait of William Penn; he 

is wearing the simple clothing 

styles adopted by the Quakers. 

(Public Domain)  

May the road rise up to meet you. 

May the wind always be at your back. 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, 

and rains fall soft upon your fields. 

And until we meet again, 

May God hold you in the palm of His hand. 

Irish Blessing 

In this Christian classic, Penn exhorts believers to adhere to the spirit of Primitive Christianity. 
The book is divided into two parts, the first dealing with the importance of self-denial in the 
Christian life and the second gathering a series of references to men through the ages who 
have written of the importance of self-denial, including "heathen," professed Christians, and 
"retired, aged, and dying men, being their last and serious reflections, to which no ostentation 
or worldly interests could induce them." Penn's view of Christianity is intensely spiritual rather 
than formal, and in passing he defends several practices typical of the Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers) including clothing which was not fashionable and speech which addressed 
royal and commoner alike in the second person singular "thee" and "thou."  

Wikipedia:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No_Cross,_No_Crown 

 
Below is the link to access the First Friend Meeting of Kokomo photo directory! 
 
https://jessicanewtonphotography.shootproof.com/gallery/11635222/ 
 
To access the gallery, enter the above link.  When prompted, enter your email ad-
dress. Also, please be aware that retake photos will be added soon. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Western Yearly Meeting Survey 
 
Please pick up a copy the survey located on the table 
by the mailboxes.  You can also fill out a survey 
online at:  surveymonkey.com/r/7WG2CXZ 
Through March 5th. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primitive_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quakers
https://jessicanewtonphotography.shootproof.com/gallery/11635222/


 

May God give you…                

For every storm, a rainbow, 

For every tear, a smile, 

For every care, a promise, 

And a blessing in each trial. 

For every problem life sends, 

A faithful friend to share, 

For every sigh, a sweet song, 

And an answer for each prayer. 

An Old Celtic Blessing  

Kokomo Handbell Festival 

March 7, 2020, 5:30 pm 

Bible Baptist Church 

2635 S. Dixon 

Eight Local Churches Participating 

Including  

First Friends Meeting of Kokomo 

Handicapped accessible 

Sermon Series 
March 1st.:  A Little Trip 
to Hell (Heaven and 
Hell), First Sunday of 
Lent 
 
March 8th.:  Creating an 
Outpost (The Church) 
 
March 15th.:   How to 
Hear God (Prayer) 
 
March 22nd.:  Grill the 
Pastor Sunday, Q&A 
 
March 29th.: Jingle Sunday 

                Quaker Haven 

Quaker Haven  Sap Run &                       
Pancake Breakfast 

 
Sat., March 14th. 9 am 

Registration begins at 7:30 am  
 

5K Run includes breakfast and t-shirt, $25 
 

1 Mile Sap Stroll includes breakfast, $10                   
optional T-shirt, $10. 

 
Register online at: 

www.quakerhaven.com 
Then go to the        

“Upcoming Events” tab                
(574) 834-4193 

Angel Walk 
Walk & Rally against domestic violence & assault 

Tuesday, April 14, 2020 
5:30 pm Rally IU Kokomo Alumni Hall                                 

6:00 pm one-mile Walk 
To form or Join a Team 

Contact Tracy Martino 765-457-9313 or 
 email martinot@fsahc.org 

Family Service Association 
provides resources for victims 
of domestic violence and sexu-
al assault. This includes emer-
gency shelter for men, women 
and children who are victims of 
domestic violence.  
https://fsahc.org/fundraising/

angel+walk/1 



 

 

  

Susan Block 

Mary Gang  

Dolly Kellar                                                                                                                 

Bea McMurtrey 

Liz Nielander  

Johanna Ridenour 

Ways to Encourage and Help Hurting People  
The ways to help are many and varied at the Kokomo Rescue Mission. Undy Sunday is 
March 29th.  Donations of underwear, t-shirts, & socks are given to income-qualified 
students K-12 and to children staying at Open Arms. All sizes, including adult, are need-
ed.  Donations can be delivered to 321 W. Mulberry St. or left in the Fellowship Hall. 
   

A gift of $44.30 to Open Arms Women’s and Children Shelter provides a one night stay for a woman 
with or without children, case management and life skills classes, and 3 meals. 
 
On Easter, the KRM will be providing a meal of ham and all the Easter fix-
ings for their residents and those who join them in the dining room.  Signed 
cards by their donors will be placed on the tables. These cards will let peo-
ple know someone cares and that HOPE is available through the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. A gift of $21.70 provides 10 meals.   
 
Financial donations can be mailed to Kokomo Rescue Mission, P.O. Box 
476, Kokomo, IN 46903-0476.  Please see the bulletin board flyers. 

Quilt Camp 
 
Quaker Haven 
April 16-19 
Quilt Camp’s Charmed  
Fabric Exchange & Fat Quar-
ter Exchange  

 
Details are on the Quaker Ha-
ven website                       
Www.quakerhaven.com 

 

“May you have warm words on a cold evening, 

 a full moon on a dark night, 

 and the road downhill all the way to your door.”  

—Irish blessing  

 

Freda Russell   

Cheryl Sanford      

Dan Sheridan 

Alec Wessendorf 

Walt Wessendorf 

Emily West 

Please Keep These Friends in Your Prayers 

Flyer and registration 

form is also on the        

bulletin board. 

Western Yearly Meeting Spring Retreat Sat., March 14, 2020 
  
A one-day conference for everyone featuring the authors of Slow 
Church, John Pattison and Chris Smith. 
Held at Indianapolis First Friends from 9:00 am-4:30 p.m.  Worship at 
9:30 am, $35 includes continental breakfast (9:00am), box lunch and 
snacks.  Register on-line and select your box lunch option at:        
westernym@sbcglobal.net 
Call:  1-800-909-3452 or 317-840-5021 
More information and registration forms for the Spring Retreat are on 
the table by the mailboxes. 
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Chicken or Beef and 

Noodle Dinner 

Sat., March 14th.     

4:00-7:00 pm 

First Friends Meeting   
 

The dinner is a fundraiser 
for Quaker Haven Campers, 
If you can’t make it to the 

dinner, please consider making a financial donation 
to the 
camper 
fund. Dona-
tions can be 
placed in 
the collec-
tion plate or 
mailed to 
the office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, March 5th. 

Noon-6:00 pm 

First Friends Meeting 
 

Appointments can be made by going to 

www.redcrossblood.org  

or  

calling 1-800-733-2767 

 

Please make an appointment today. 

 


