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December 2020
A Time to Prepare
Waiting can be hard, and not just for children. But I do love Advent: this four-week time when the Christian
church prepares for Christmas.
Maybe I like Advent so much because it involves active waiting, not thumb-twiddling. It is a gift the church
offers the world, to be active (which isn’t the same as busy) in ways that open our hearts — and the hearts
we touch — to the true meaning of Christmas.
Mother Teresa said, “At this Christmas when Christ comes, will he find a warm heart? Mark the season of
Advent by loving and serving others with God’s own love and concern.”
When I take time during Advent to remember in prayer and with gifts of money and time those who have
less food than I do, those who are lonely, those without a home; when I pause to share love with a child or
an elder, or gratitude for a healthcare worker, pastor or teacher; when I wait for justice to replace oppression but, while I wait, find ways to work for that result … the Spirit’s warmth fills my waiting heart. I am
ready to welcome Jesus.
—Heidi Mann

Fear Not
On that first Christmas night,
the angel said to the shepherds: “Do not be
afraid” (Luke 2:10). What is
there to fear from a baby? A
baby is powerless, with no
guile, no anger and no judgment, only needing from us
without fearing we will not provide: simply trusting, and content to be resting in our arms.
This is how God came. This is Christmas. This one child, and for a time,
perhaps too brief, our fears are taken over by our love for this child, and
he is able to change our hearts. …
In Jesus, we are free to live life as fully and as joyfully as we will allow
ourselves. For it is only we who hold ourselves back. God does not. For
God has forgiven us in this baby and will not restrain us from living with
sheer abandon, trusting in this gentle and gracious God, who keeps telling us: “Do not be afraid.”
-Gary Westgard, At Break of Day
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and found their Lamb;
the wise men
saw the light of a star
and found their Wisdom.
—Fulton
J. Sheen
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Help Keep Hope Alive
Would you send a few extra Holiday cards to let home-bound seniors know someone cares? Sign up at
Samaritan Caregivers then make or buy cards, sign and mail. Call: 765-453-7611 to get involved.

Covid-19 Update

Effective Nov. 29,
2020 through Jan. 1,
2021, Monthly Meeting
has decided to
suspend in-person
meetings as a
preemptive measure
to ensure the safety of
our members, staff,
and visitors during the
current uptick in COVID-19 cases.
The Heart of Home
During a road trip one dreary, drizzly December
day, I thought about how traveling is an act of faith
— both now and in Bible times. Unlike Mary and
Joseph with a donkey, I have more horsepower,
yet I still rely on God to navigate through detours
and delays.
On that particular journey, some friends who were
away let us stay in their home, and it was such a
haven. We turned on cozy lighting, got in our
pajamas and heated homemade soup I’d brought.
Those simple comforts symbolized warmth, home,
nourishment. It was the welcome Mary must have
longed for after her difficult trip.
After our meal, God’s word fed my soul and I
prayed: “Lord, I want my heart to be as warm and
welcoming to you as this place to stay has been for
us. Make me a place where you are invited,
honored and welcomed — a peaceful haven for
your Son.”
—Monica Wilkinson

Our services will be available live and on demand via
our Facebook Page and
will also be available live
on Sunday mornings by
calling into our special
phone number :
(701) 802-5466 and using the access code
7436271 followed by the pound key. Committee
meetings will also be accessible using this same
phone number.
Sunday Worship is live-streamed at 10:30 am via
our Facebook page. Please join in at:
Www.facebook.com/firstfriendskokomo
Donations can be made via
the website:
https://
kokomofirstfriends.org
By clicking “Donate” at the top of the page.
Checks can also be mailed to the office.

There are many ways to safely send us a message:
Email: first.friends@sbcglobal.net
Phone: Jon:

765-210-3457

Office: 765-453-9490

To keep social distancing, please make use of
calling or emailing the office rather than in-office
visits. This practice will reduce the risk of spreading
the virus and help keep everyone healthy.

Hope

Compass Rose is a residential treatment program
serving teen girls and their families struggling with
depression, anxiety, and issues related to attachment
and/or adoption. The environment
blends clinical expertise with our
Christian faith to provide a place to
heal. Your prayers and financial
support will enable Compass Rose to
offer spiritual, academic, and
emotional healing to more girls in
need. Together we will help to restore families and
inspire them to continue their growth journey after leaving our program. To contribute financially or to learn
more about Compass Rose, go to:
compassroseacademy.org

The Christmas
message is that
there is hope for a
ruined humanity —
hope of pardon, hope of peace with God,
hope of glory — because at the Father’s
will Jesus Christ became poor, and was
born in a stable so that 30 years later he
might hang on a cross.
—J.I. Packer

To read Lucy’s Faith Story, go to:
https://compassroseacademy.org/former-studentcelebrates-finding-healing-at-compass-roseacademy/

Parking Lot Donations
Donations are requested to help
defray the cost, $3,800, of
resealing the church parking lot.
Please write “parking lot” in the
memo. line of your check or on
your envelope if you would like to
contribute.
Thank you for your consideration & generosity

Blood Drives

Volunteers Needed

Thurs., 12/17/20
12-6 pm

Volunteers are needed for the Feb.
23rd., 2021. Blood drive at First
Friends. The drive is from 1-6pm.

Tues., 12/29/20
1-6 pm
Appointments are required to donate
Online: www.redcrossblood.org

Or call: 1-800-733-2767

Please let Carrie know if you would
like to volunteer during the blood drive.
Thank you!

Financial Information

October 2020
Income:
$ 9,098.60
Expenses: $13,547.11
November 20
Nov. Mission Sunday, ACFIA:

$

67.

Nov. Chicken/Beef & Noodle Sale: $2,012.
Proceeds of sale to EquiVenture: $1,718.

Red Ribbon
Gift Wrapping!
Dec. 2nd., 3rd,
& 7th. 6-7:30
pm. To volunteer, sign up online at: https://
kokomorescuemission.org/
event/gift-wrapping/
Sign up to reserve your spot. We
ask that all young children and those not wrapping not
attend the event. To comply to COVID regulations, all
attending will need to register online, wear a mask,
and social distance. Gift wrapping will be at the PPG
building
Located at 1500 E Murden St., Kokomo.
Red Ribbon Delivery
Delivery day is on Dec. 19th for Howard, Carroll, and
Tipton counties. Volunteers delivering Christmas boxes
need the following:
•
•

Help the Hungry
Please remember the hurting
people who seek help at the
Kokomo Rescue Mission. Requested donations are:
Canned fruit, pork n beans, vegetables, beans,
meats, ravioli/spaghetti, beef stew, chili, condiments, sugar, spices, vinegar, soy sauce,
vanilla, spaghetti sauce, dry noodles, rice,
paper & cleaning products.
When you are dropping off donations, please
ring the doorbell by the front door. They are
taking donations at the main campus only.

•

Large Vehicle (SUV, Truck or Van)
At least one other person in the vehicle with you to
help load and unload the box
If weather is wet and snowy please bring a tarp to
cover the boxes you are delivering

Arrive at 8:00 AM at the PPG building, drivers must
register online prior to the event, wear a mask,
social distance, and provide a copy of their driver’s
license to be allowed to deliver gift boxes. Register
online at:
https://kokomorescuemission.org/
event/in-town-delivery-save-thedate/

Another way is to DONATE ONLINE. It costs
about $32. to provide 15 nutritious meals to a
hungry person. Your monetary donation will
help provide meals, safe shelter and other livesaving programs to Mission guests.
To donate online, go to:
kokomorescuemission.org

As John the Baptist urged people to “prepare the way
of the Lord” (Matthew 3:3),
help me prepare my heart
for Jesus’ coming.
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Quaker Haven
There’s always something to do at camp.
From picking up sticks to building picnic tables,
they can always use the help. Contact the
camp office to volunteer: 574-834-4193
Wish List:
Lightweight white 6 or 8 foot folding tables
Tennis rackets and balls
Basketballs, Volley balls, Soccer balls
New sauce pans for kitchen
Stainless frying pans for lodges
Events:
Men’s Groundhog Retreat
Winter Sneek
Feb. 5-7

Jan. 29-30

Chicken or Beef & Noodle
Drive Through Sale
Sat., Jan. 9th., 4:00 pm
First Friends Meeting
outside pick up only
Chicken/beef & Noodles,
mashed potatoes & green
beans can be purchased in
pints or quarts. Drive to the carport to order and pick up.
Chicken/Beef & Noodles
Pints $4, Quarts $7
Potatoes/green beans
Pints $3, Quarts 5

