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When Texas suffered an uncharacteristic winter storm in February, one couple’s
act of kindness toward a stranger demonstrated the power of living by the
Golden Rule.
Chelsea Timmons, a grocery store delivery driver, got stuck in the ice-covered
driveway of customers Doug Condon and Nina Richardson. Because towing
companies were inundated, the couple invited her to stay with them — which
she ended up doing for five nights! The three shared meals and conversation,
and Chelsea baked them a cake and befriended their dogs. In short, Nina and
Doug say, she became “part of the family.”
“Do to others what you would have them do to you,” says Jesus (Matthew 7:12,
NIV). Doug echoes Jesus closely when he explains one reason behind their actions: “We have daughters, and we hope if they were ever in a situation like this
that there would be someone who would open their
house and help them.”
Perhaps Doug and Nina
also experienced the delight of another Bible verse:
“Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for
thereby some have entertained
angels unawares” (Hebrews
13:2, ESV).

The Lord of the Rings
Did you know that July and August
are now more popular wedding
months than June? During all these
ceremonies, wedding rings play a
prominent role.
An almost universal tradition dating
back millennia, rings in general and
wedding rings in particular have various meanings. Glimpsing the ring on
one’s finger, one is prompted anew
to live out the vows made years ago: to love and be faithful to one’s spouse
in ways big and small. Others are reminded of the precious gift given to
them, when the one placing the ring said, “I give you this ring as a sign of my
love and faithfulness.”
Wedding rings carry added meaning for those inviting Jesus to be the heart
of their union. They signify not only the couple’s (hopefully) unending love
for each other but also Christ’s (definitely) unending love for them, individually and together. The Lord’s eternal grace encircles Christian marriage,
even as wedding rings encircle the fingers of those who exchange them.
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4th. Of July
As it does this year, July 4 fell on Sunday in 1937. While Pastor Eldred Johnston led worship that morning in Paulding, Ohio, local kids set off firecrackers nearby (restrictions
were rare back then). Realizing he needed to act, the pastor slipped outside during a
hymn and found the revelers.
But instead of scolding or shouting, Johnston stayed calm. “I used to enjoy shooting fireworks too,” he said, adding that he knew it was a fun way to celebrate. “But many in this
town are gathered in worship, and the noise is very distracting. All I’m asking is that you
wait until church services are over — about noon — and then shoot firecrackers all you
want.” The pastor smiled at each youth and returned to church.
Recounting that experience in Liberty magazine, Johnston said he half-expected to hear defiant explosions.
Instead, the kids waited respectfully until worship was over.
When conflicts loom, may we heed that example — and this advice from Proverbs:
“A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger” (15:1, NIV).

Register for Events Online
www.quakerhaven.com/upcoming-events
Quaker Haven Wish List







White, lightweight, 6 or 8 ft. folding tables
Canoe/Kayak Paddles
Stand up paddle boards & paddles
Stainless saucepans for kitchen, 1,4,6 qt. sizes
Stainless Steel skillets for lodges
Industrial carpet cleaners

Worship In-Person or
Via Facebook
Please join in at:
Www.facebook.com/
firstfriendskokomo
Committee meetings are
accessible via conference
call by calling (701) 802-5466 and using the access
code 7436271 followed by the pound key #.
Donations can be made via
the website:
https://
kokomofirstfriends.org

Upcoming Events
Sr. High Camp II……………...July 4-9
Little Friends Camp………….July 11-14
IYM Business Sessions……..July 29-Aug. 1
Family Camp…………………Sept. 3-6
Quilt Camp……………………Sept. 16-19
Golf Scramble ……………….Sept 18
Fall Impact……………………Nov. 5-7

Hope Defined
Hoping does not mean doing nothing. .... It means
going about our assigned tasks, confident that God
will provide the meaning and the conclusions. It is
not compelled to work away at keeping up appearances with a bogus spirituality. It is the opposite of
desperate and panicky manipulations, of scurrying
and worrying.
And hoping is not dreaming. It is not spinning an
illusion or fantasy to protect us from our boredom or
our pain. It means a confident, alert expectation that
God will do what he said he will do. It is imagination
put in the harness of faith. It is a willingness to let
God do it his way and in his time. It is the opposite
of making plans that we demand that God put into
effect, telling him both how and when to do it.

Western Yearly Meeting 2021
Special Outreach Project
Global Community Technology ~~
GOAL: $15,000
Kisumu Kenya Office (the hub of all FUM activities
in Africa): 1 computer and install internet service
Belize Friends School: 4 computers
Friends Theological College: 10 laptops, 2 desktop
computers, and 1 copy machine
Please write your checks to WYM Benevolence
Fund, write “2021 Special Project” in the memo
line, and mail to:
Western Yearly Meeting,
P.O. Box 70, Plainfield, IN 46168

—Eugene Peterson, A Long Obedience in the Same
Directionrnewsletter

Your gift now will help meet this need. When it costs just $2.17 to provide a hot meal
and care for a homeless neighbor, think of how your gift of $43.40 will provide 20 meals
and care, or how giving $108.50 will provide 50 meals and care!
We also give people a warm bed and a safe place to sleep. That means stocking our
shelter with care items like toiletries, hygiene products and other basic necessities. Not to
mention, cleaning supplies and masks. It adds up fast!
While we need all these things, we’re specifically requesting monetary donations at this time. This allows us to get just what we need, when we need it most.
Please give now when every $2.17 helps provide a meal and care for someone who is homeless and
hurting. Thank you for your compassion and generosity!
321 W. Mulberry, Kokomo, 46901
or donate securely online by going to:
https://kokomorescuemission.org/donate/

MiniUP (3-9 year olds) will be having a weeklong day camp where kids will
learn about being respectful, responsible, reliable and ready (the 4 R’s). On
Aug. 3, the regular weekly program will resume. Meetings are divided into 3
parts, the children first go to a meeting called Jumpstart where they learn
about the 4 R’s, then they work (we have gardens and things they have
made on sale) and then they eat dinner (where we teach table manners).
Each child is paid $1 as we teach them that to have money, you must work.
The cost for one child to be in MiniUP is $200 per year, which includes Tshirts, field trips, weekly “pay”, and administrative costs.
We are in need of people to sponsor children for the program. The cost to sponsor a child is $200. We
have a goal of raising enough money through sponsors so that every child can have the opportunity to participate. The great news is when you sponsor a child, your gift will be matched, your $200 will become
$400.
Sponsorship checks can be mailed to Kokomo Urban Outreach, 1701 S. Locke St., Kokomo, IN 46902
Or give online at KokomoUrbanOutreach.org

Quaker Men
July 3rd., 7:30 am
Korner Kitchen 2

Blood Drive
July 29th., 12-6pm
Appointments are

required to donate
Online: www.redcrossblood.org

Or call: 1-800-733-2767

First Friends & The Children’s
Christian Academy
Rummage Sale
July 17th., 9:00 am—3:00 pm

TCCA sale will be outside, under the pavilion:
Toys, books, student desks, cabinets, carpets,
misc. school equipment
First Friends Meeting sale will be inside.

America The Beautiful

Katharine Lee Bates (1859-1929) wrote,
edited and taught English in her native
Massachusetts. Occasionally, she wrote
hymns, too.
On a trip to Colorado, Bates was greatly
impressed by amber waves of grain, fruited
plains and purple mountain majesties. She
believed that God had definitely shed his
grace all across this land. A visit to the
summit of Pikes Peak inspired Bates to write
her most famous poem-hymn, “America the
Beautiful.”

Quaker Terms
From the
Dictionary of
Friends Terms

Honesty
Honor, integrity, truthfulness, Quakers put great emphasis on honesty in business and all other situations.
“A Quaker’s word is as good as his bond,” are words
attributed to Thomas Ellwood and Levi Coffin. Several Advices and Queries relate to the way in which
Friends should do business.

Bates also realized that patriotism was an
important part of America. She was grateful
for heroes “who more than self their country
loved and mercy more than life.” She wanted all Americans to realize how God had
shed his grace on them and had crowned
what was good “with brotherhood from sea
to shining sea.”

Save the Date
First Friends
Block Party
Saturday,
July 31sth.
4:00-9:00 pm

Bates embodied the spirit of thankfulness to
God for all she had experienced and been
given.

May 2021
Income:
$16,185.53
Expenses: $9,202.23

Mission Sunday, ACFIA: $67.
Jingle Sunday, $178.50
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Chicken or Beef & Noodle Drive Through Sale

Sat., July 10, 4:00 pm
First Friends Meeting
outside pick up only
Fundraiser for Quaker Haven Summer Campers
Chicken/beef & Noodles,
mashed potatoes & green
beans can be purchased in
pints or quarts. Drive to the carport to order and pick up.
Chicken/Beef & Noodles
Pints $4, Quarts $7
Potatoes/green beans
Pints $3, Quarts $5

Save the Date for the
All Quaker Picnic
Saturday, August 28th.

